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.. The Appeal Brief filed on 12 March 2004 and the arguments presented therein have been 
very carefully considered by the Examiner. Accordingly, it is now agreed that the reference to 
Anderson et al. does not disclose or reasonably suggest the claimed invention for the following 
reasons. 

Examiner's Statement Of Reasons For Allowance 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art of 
record in this application fails to disclose or reasonably suggest an optical filter system of a 
process for packaging an optical filter which includes a package with includes an optical filter 
installed within the package having at least two thin film mirrors to define a resonant cavity and 
a getter that absorbs moisture to stabilize the optical filter. The closest prior art of record is U.S. 
Patent Application Publication US2002/0064352 Al to Andersen et al. Anderson et al. discloses 
a package or housing that includes exemplary optical components and a getter, which withdraws 
moisture from a cavity region. Anderson et al. further discloses broadly the exemplary optical 
component may also "retain any combination Of optical components" (Column 2 [0024]), but 
fails to specifically disclose the optical components in the package to be a filter having two thin 
film mirrors that define an Optical resonant cavity. Therefore, claims 1-11 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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- Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communieations from the 

examiner should be directed to Tina M Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-2352 The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney Bovernick can be reached on (571) 272-2344. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872=9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR Or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR Only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http.7/pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-2 1 7-9 1 97 (toll-free). . 
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